s

HOSEIN SHEIKH (fourth from left) and Golnaz Sheikh-Homayounfar (¢third from
left) with artists Ali Askhar Safaian, Sarkis Vaspour, Reza' Banquiz, Esmail
Marzaie, - “brahim Faraji and Abbas - Jalali uousanabadi @n foreground) .
at the Interconﬂnental Hotel gathering last Wednesday. There were also
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J. ANET LAZARIAN
SHAGHAGHI

TODAY IS the opening of the
group exhibition of five Ira-
_nian artists atthe Shahr Gal-
lery. .The: artists, whose
works range from minia-
tures to surrealistic paint-
ings, are Abbas Jalali
Sousanabadi, Ali Askhar
Safaian, Reza Banquiz, Es-
mail Marzaje .and Ebrahim
Faraji. Sarkxs Vaspour Joins
them asa Zuest artnst‘_

Last Wednesday, Shexkh
gallery owner Ms.
Homayounfar {Golnaz
Sheikh) introduced the ar-
tists to the press)in a lun-
cheon at the Intefcontinen-
tal Hotel,

. The artists were asked to

commenton the art 'situation ,

samples of each arﬂst’s works.
‘in' the country these days.

Hosein Shexkh - Golnaz”
nncle-pamter who 'studied

under the master Kamal-ol-

Molk and who is now the di-
rector of the art school with

_the master’s name, was pres-
ent and he said that this time

is not the time for true ar-
tists. “It is the time for the

business-minded artists who

know how to selleven if their ’
works are very inferior”.

/ Ms. Sheikh, on'the other
hand complamed of the un-
healthy competition existing

-among the city’s gallery own-

ers. “The selection of works
for the Bologna Exhibition
has been corrupted by a jeal-
ous gallery owner”, she cited
as an example,

- “Jf an owner of a gallery or
an art patronreally wishes to
support - less-privileged ar-
tists, he has to have enough
guts and moral strength to .
face this situation”, she

.

added. : .
< The common complamt of
the artists’ is that “if you
don’t find the right patron to
support you, you just have to
sit back'and wait”. :
 “Even government spon-
sored art galleries, which are
supposed to give their fullest
cooperation to artists with~
out any returns, now ask for
some commission. In fact,
two of my works are still held
at the Takhte Jamshid Gal-
lery because I can’t raise the
Rls. 30,000 I’m asked to pay”,
said Ali Askhar Safaian,
Sousanabadi said that in

, the Ministry of Culture’and

Arts where artists count for |
some support, clerks and typ-
ists are given more attention
and respect than artists.’ L
Banquiz, like ‘the rest)
hopes that - the sntuation
would improve for the be--
nefit of artists as well as th=

1eral public, 7
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